
                                                      REVIEW FORMAT

* All reviews must be written in the present tense
* Keep plot description to a minimum and focus on performances/production values
* Please do not use Italics, bold or underline
* Do not leave gaps in between lines
* Do not use speech marks for titles
* Keep text left aligned
* Use only one space between sentences after the full stop
* Put your byline at the end of the review
* Ask the theatre press office for an image(s) to accompany the review

The following template must be used by all reviewers:

Title
Author: 
Venue
Director: 
Producer: 
Cast includes: 

Dates at this venue, then touring until (if applicable)
Running time: (the exact time including interval written as hrs and mins)
Review by: 

For example:

Twelfth Night
By William Shakespeare 
National Theatre: Cottesloe, London
Director: Peter Hall
Producer: National theatre
Cast includes: Rebecca Hall, Simon Callow, Amanda Drew and 
Simon Paisley Day

12 January to 02 March 2011
Running time: 2hrs 50mins including interval
Review by:     Keen Student

DIRECTION  SOUND  PROPS 
STAGING  LIGHTING  COSTUME

• Think about whether you liked something or not and consider why it was successful or 
unsuccessful. Was it to do with skill, content, style, pace....

Writing a first draft
• Use the following guidelines to write your first draft:

Say what you saw – describe
Say what you think – give an opinion
Write freely from the heart  - don’t try too hard

Don’t worry about theories
Create your own theories

Be detailed and specific
Describe moments
Say why the moment spoke to you

Consider
 The light, sound, movement, colours, textures
 The words, rhythms, music of the text
 The tones, gestures, expressions, physicalities
 The set, props, costumes, style of the production

• Put your first draft away and come back to it later. Consider if it accurately reflects your 
response to the production and expand and edit it if necessary. Think about your reader 
who hasn’t seen the play – would they get the impression you want from what you 
have written?

Three simple questions:

• What is the production trying to do?

• How does it try to do it?

• Does it succeed?

 
We look forward to your reviews.

Regards,

Rivka Jacobson 


